
2017

July

1 A new Southampton landmark
 City Council designates the Annie & Joseph Ludwig 

House (1924) in Southampton as a City of Houston 
landmark. PH Membership Coordinator Kathleen Nuzzo 
researched and photographed the house and prepared 
the landmark nomination at the property owner’s request.

9 Downtown’s Evolving Skyline Architecture Walk
 Preservation Houston’s monthly Architecture Walks, 

which have been offered since 1979, focus on historic 
neighborhoods, buildings and sites around Houston. 
Learn more at preservationhouston.org/tours.

16 HB 70 opposition
 Preservation Houston encourages its members to 

contact their state representatives to oppose House Bill 
70, which would have overturned local tree ordinances 
and voided existing deed restrictions that protect trees 
in Texas cities. The bill later dies in committee. The HB 
70 opposition is one example of PH’s advocacy on issues 
that affect quality of life in Houston and the character of 
Houston’s historic neighborhoods.

18 Pier & Beam Happy Hour: Houston Watch Co.
 Pier & Beam, PH’s next-generation member group, 

hosts monthly happy hours for members, guests and 
newcomers. Each event takes place in a historic location 
and includes an informal presentation on the building’s 
background and the preservation work that went into it.

20 Allen’s Landing/Market Square video
 Programs Director Jim Parsons hosts a video tour of 
 Allen’s Landing and the Market Square Historic District 

for the Downtown District, the first in a series of videos 
highlighting historic sites downtown — and part of PH’s 
ongoing education work. Watch the video at vimeo.com/
downtownhou.

August

1 Media: David Bush on KPFT
 PH’s David Bush discusses the challenges and benefits 

of historic preservation in Houston as a guest on the 
KPFT-FM program Open Journal.

8 History in Print: Pleasant Bend
 Author and historian Dan M. Worrall discusses his book 

Pleasant Bend: Upper Buffalo Bayou and the San Felipe Trail 
in the Nineteenth Century as part of the History in Print 
author series. History in Print is presented as part of the 
Bart Truxillo Program Series, which is named in honor 
of Preservation Houston co-founder and pioneering 
preservationist Bart Truxillo and is supported through 
donations from PH’s members and friends.

Year in Review
Your membership supports Preservation Houston’s important work promoting historic 
preservation in our community. In its 40th year, PH enjoyed significant success and faced serious 
challenges. This calendar highlights some of our activities since the last Membership Meeting. 

We hope that you, our members and volunteers, share our sense of achievement. Thank you for 
your continuing support and for the role you play in PH’s accomplishments.

2017/2018

Summer/Fall 2017

Hurricane Harvey
Above, Pier & Beam members are among the volunteers 
September 2 clearing items from the 1868 Pillot House 
in Sam Houston Park, the only one of the Heritage 
Society’s historic buildings that took on water during 
Hurricane Harvey. 

In the storm’s wake, PH worked in a variety of ways 
to help Houston’s historic resources recover from the 
record-setting flood. After the storm, FEMA designated 
Preservation Houston as a consulting party for its work 
in Houston. PH staff assisted the federal agency and 
Texas Historical Commission in identifying impacted 
historic neighborhoods and individual landmarks.

PH remains committed to working with owners of 
flooded historic buildings and residents of affected 
neighborhoods as recovery continues.
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13 Old Sixth Ward Architecture Walk

15 Pier & Beam Happy Hour: Conservatory

26-30 Hurricane Harvey
 As the rain is falling, Preservation Houston staff begins 

collecting and sharing information with PH members 
about the resources available for the owners of flood-
damaged properties. PH maintains contact with Texas 
Historical Commission as recovery efforts begin and 
contacts the Preservation Resource Center of New 

 Orleans and Galveston Historical Foundation for infor-
mation about what to expect during the FEMA process.

September

6 Harvey Arts Recovery Fund
 PH’s David Bush is chosen to serve on the Leadership 

Group for the Harvey Arts Recovery Fund, created by 
Houston Endowment and Houston Arts Alliance to 
assist small to medium-sized arts, culture and heritage 
organizations in Harris and nine surrounding counties 
impacted by Hurricane Harvey.

21 Pier & Beam Take the Train Thursday
 P&B members hop aboard MetroRail for a visit to several 

stops downtown and in the East End, learning more 
about various historic neighborhoods along the way.

28 Pier & Beam Fall Party
 Pier & Beam shifts the focus of its annual membership 

gathering, opting for an event that raises money for 

post-Hurricane Harvey preservation efforts. Nearly 80 
young preservationists enjoy an evening at Lucille’s in 
the Museum District while raising more than $5,000 for 
PH’s Harvey recovery programs, including the Operation 
Photo Rescue copy sessions in December.

October

4-Nov. 8 Glasscock School course: City in a City
 PH coordinates and co-sponsors a Houston history 

course at Rice University’s Glasscock School of Continu-
ing Studies, part of a longstanding partnership with the 
school. City in a City: Community Identity and Houston’s 
Sprawl examines the histories of cities and communities 
that have either been annexed or surrounded by Houston. 
Lecturers include PH Programs Director Jim Parsons and 
historians and PH members Stephen Fox, Kate McCor-
mick, R.W. McKinney, Anne Sloan and Mary Vargo.

4 Media: “City In A City: Course Explores How Houston 
Enclaves Forged Their Own Identities” (Houston 

 Public Media)
 PH’s Jim Parsons discusses the Rice University con-

tinuing studies course City in a City on Houston Public 
Media’s Houston Matters.

8 Turner Addition Architecture Walk

10 Media: “Midtown Sears bows out as retail habits 
 continue to shift” (Chronicle)
 Executive Director David Bush talks about the value of 

preserving the 1939 Sears building in Midtown as the 
retailer announces plans to close the store.

10 History in Print: DFW Deco
 Preservation Houston’s Jim Parsons and David Bush 

discuss their book DFW Deco: Modernistic Architecture of 
North Texas, which examines the Art Deco architecture 
of Dallas-Fort Worth and the surrounding region.

12 Julia Ideson Building video
 Programs Director Jim Parsons continues hosting brief 

videos about historic sites downtown for the Downtown 
District; this time, the topic is the 1926 Julia Ideson 

 library building. See the video at vimeo.com/downtownhou.

14-15 Private tours for Cal Poly Pomona
 PH leads private walking tours for students from Cal Poly 

Pomona visiting Houston to learn about the city’s 
 architecture and preservation efforts. These private tours 

are among the dozens that Preservation Houston offers 
each year to local, national and international groups.

16 Pier & Beam Houston trivia night
 P&B members host an evening of Houston trivia, with 

teams competing to see who knows the most about the 
Bayou City’s facts, figures, legend and lore.

21 Glenwood Art & Architecture tour

24 Member reception at 1103 Berry Avenue
 PH members gather for a pre-restoration look at a 1912 

building that most recently housed Adkins Architectural 
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A new executive director
The PH Board of Directors names David Bush as the 
organization’s executive director on October 9. Bush, 
who had served as acting executive director since 2015, 
holds a master’s degree in historic preservation from 
Middle Tennessee State University and has more than 
25 years experience as a preservation professional.
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Antiques. New owners undertook a year-long restora-
tion that preserved original architectural features while 
repurposing the structure as law offices.

26 Preservation tax credit support
 PH encourages its members to contact their U.S. rep-

resentatives in support of maintaining tax incentives 
for historic preservation in the new federal budget. The 
threat to the tax credits comes as many significant mid-
century structures in the Houston area are becoming 
eligible for the incentives. Congress later approved a tax 
bill that maintained the full federal tax credit.

30 Media: Glenwood Cemetery history (KPFT)
 Programs Director Jim Parsons joins Glenwood Executive 

Director Richard Ambrus for an interview on KPFT-FM’s 
Open Journal. PH has long partnered with Glenwood to 
offer tours of and presentations on the historic cemetery.

November

8 Media: Operation Photo Rescue
 Executive Director David Bush discusses the upcoming 

Operation Photo Rescue copy sessions with the Chronicle 
and the Houston Public Media program Houston Matters.

11-13 Houston Cinema Arts Festival
 PH partners with Architecture Center Houston and the 

Houston Cinema Arts Society to co-present two films — 
Citizen Jane: Battle for the City, about civic activist Jane 
Jacobs’ battles with “master builder” Robert Moses in 
mid-century New York City, and Columbus, a family drama 
set against the architecture of Columbus, Indiana.

12 Shadow Lawn and Waverly Court Architecture Walk
 An all-new walking tour explores Shadow Lawn and 

Waverly Court, two of the upscale residential neighbor-
hoods developed near Rice University in the early 1920s.

15-17 National Trust conference
 PH’s David Bush and Jim Parsons represent the organiza-

tion at the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s 
annual conference in Chicago.

20 Pier & Beam happy hour: Public Services

25 Historic Glenwood Cemetery tour

28 History in Print: Architecture That Speaks
 Architectural historians Nancy McCoy and David Wood-

cock present their book Architecture That Speaks: S.C.P. 
Vosper and Ten Remarkable Buildings at Texas A&M.

December

6 Pier & Beam Riverside Terrace reception
 P&B members visit a 1949 Lenard Gabert-designed 

home in Riverside Terrace for a look at the property 
before restoration work begins.

12 City Council considers landmark designations
 David Bush speaks before City Council in support of 

Houston’s landmark designation process.

12 Preservation Houston holiday party
 PH members ring in the holiday season with a festive 

evening at downtown’s Whitehall Hotel.

20 Near Northside’s second city landmark
 City Council designates 917 Pinckney Street, a c. 1892 

cottage in the Near Northside, as the neighborhood’s 
second city landmark. PH’s Kathleen Nuzzo researched 
and photographed the house and prepared the landmark 
nomination at the property owner’s request.

21 Media: “Tax bill keeps historic tax credit that saved 
some of Houston’s oldest buildings” (Chronicle)

 The Chronicle quotes Executive Director David Bush on 
the impact that federal historic preservation tax credits 
have had on Houston’s downtown revitalization.

2018

January

4 Media: “A 2018 Good Brick Winner” 
 (Houston House & Home)
 House & Home magazine’s annual historic preservation 

issue features Genevieve Withers’ restoration of her 
1909 home in the Heights West Historic District.
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Operation Photo Rescue
PH volunteers help salvage hundreds of flood-damaged 
family photos in a partnership with Operation Photo 
Rescue on December 9 and 10. During the OPR copy 
sessions, volunteers created digital copies of hundreds 
of damaged photos that will be repaired and reprinted 
by photo restorers at no cost to the owners of the photos.
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12 Media: “Heights bungalow’s restoration earns 
 Good Brick Award” (Chronicle)
 The Chronicle features Genevieve Withers’ restoration 
 of her Heights home, a project that received a 2018 

Good Brick Award.

14 Founders Memorial Cemetery Architecture Walk

20 Pier & Beam 609 Main tour
 Hines representatives lead Pier & Beam members on a 

behind-the-scenes tour of 609 Main, one of the newest 
additions to the downtown skyline, to showcase the 
building’s design and eco-friendly features.

25 History in Print: Constructing Houston’s Future
 Architect and author Ben Koush talks about the work 

and legacy of Arthur Jones, the subject of his book 
 Constructing Houston’s Future: The Architecture of Arthur 

Evan Jones and Lloyd Morgan Jones, as part of the History 
in Print author series.

28 Media: “With more bang than whimper, iconic 
 Midtown Sears calls it an era” (Chronicle)
 PH’s David Bush discusses the Sears building in 
 Midtown as the retailer closes its doors.

February

5 Blue Triangle emergency grant
 The Blue Triangle Community Center, a Recorded Texas 

Historic Landmark in the Third Ward, receives a $30,000 
emergency grant from Texas Historical Commission to 
address damage its historic building suffered during 

 Hurricane Harvey. PH provided Blue Triangle with referrals 
and editorial assistance during the grant process.

11 Civic Center and Theater District Architecture Walk

13 Harris County approves Astrodome renovation
 County commissioners unanimously OK a $105 million 

renovation of the Astrodome that will involve building 
a 1,400-space parking garage in the former stadium’s 
lower levels and transforming the remaining space into 
an enclosed venue for festivals, conferences and other 
events. PH had advocated for the Dome’s preservation 
and reuse for more than a decade.

21 Media: “The Do-Over: Art Deco Revival” (The Leader)
 The restoration of a small Art Deco commercial building 

in the Heights, a project that won a 2018 Good Brick 
Award from PH, is the subject of an article in The Leader.

24 Historic Glenwood Cemetery tour
 Preservation Houston debuts a new Glenwood Cemetery 

tour focusing on Houstonians who made contributions 
to the city before the discovery of oil, including Michael 
DeChaumes, Houston’s first professional architect, and 
B.A. Shepherd, considered Texas’ first professional banker.

27 Pier & Beam Community Spotlight: Near Northside
 Pier & Beam’s Events Committee launches a new pro-

gram highlighting the development work occurring 
 in historic neighborhoods across Houston. The first 

Community Spotlight event features leaders from the 
Near Northside discussing the historic neighborhood; 
the event is held at Edison & Patton, a restaurant housed 
in a repurposed commercial building.

March 

5 Media: “Preservation Houston honors builders, home-
owners with Good Brick Awards” (Chronicle)

 The Chronicle covers the winners of the 2018 Good Brick 
Awards for excellence in historic preservation.

6 Pier & Beam UH preservation studies presentation
 Architect Barry Moore and professor Geoffrey Brune 

speak to Pier & Beam members about their work reinsti-
tuting a historic preservation program at the University 
of Houston Hines College of Architecture and Design. 
The preservation studies curriculum will give students 
experience in the adaptive reuse of historic structures 
and contemporary design within historic settings.

11 Westmoreland Architecture Walk

16 Media: “Midtown filling need for authentic experience” 
(Chronicle)

 The Chronicle looks at the restorations of two historic 
buildings as Axelrad Beer Garden and Retrospect Coffee 
Bar and how they are creating a unique, authentic urban 
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The Cornerstone Dinner
Bob Eury, above, accepts the Preservation Houston 
President’s Award during the Cornerstone Dinner on 
March 3 at River Oaks Country Club. Mayor Sylvester 
Turner was on hand to congratulate the recipients of 
the 2018 Good Brick Awards, which were presented 
at the dinner. Susie & Sanford Criner and Claire & Rick 
Thielke co-chaired PH’s largest fundraising event, 
which attracted an audience of nearly 400.
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experience in Midtown. Both projects received 2018 Good 
Brick Awards from Preservation Houston.

16 Media: “Saving Houston’s Historic Buildings Gets a 
Boost” (PaperCity)

 PaperCity showcases the preservation projects that 
received 2018 Good Brick Awards.

20 Media: “Downtown Houston’s Revitalization Singled 
Out as Preservation Success” (PaperCity)

 PH’s Cornerstone Dinner is the subject of a PaperCity 
feature and photo spread.

23 Louboutin benefit for PH
 PH board member Claire Cormier Thielke and her moth-

er, Yvonne Cormier, host a special event in the Christian 
Louboutin boutique at Saks Fifth Avenue, with a portion 
of the evening’s sales benefiting Preservation Houston.

26 Pier & Beam Happy Hour: Spring Street

April
  
5 Chronicle photo archive
 PH’s Board of Directors and Advisory Board contribute 

to an emergency fund to acquire archival photos related 
to the organization’s history that are being sold online.

9 Media: “How the Astrodome was saved” (Chronicle)
 The Chronicle traces the years-long effort to preserve 

and repurpose the Astrodome, including PH’s advocacy 
work on the building’s behalf.

12 Sears building restoration
 Mayor Sylvester Turner and Rice University President 
 David Leebron announce plans for a $100 million 
 restoration of the 1939 Sears building on Main Street. 
 PH advocated for the preservation of the Art Deco 

landmark for many years and is continuing to advise the 
redevelopment team on the building’s historic elements.

12 Sam Houston Park video
 Programs Director Jim Parsons and Emily Ardoin, build-

ings curator at The Heritage Society, host a video tour of 
the historic homes and buildings at Sam Houston Park 
for the Downtown District. Watch the video at vimeo.
com/downtownhou.

17 Pier & Beam Community Spotlight: Fifth Ward
 Jessica Thompson of the Fifth Ward Community Rede-

velopment Corporation speaks to P&B members about 
work under way to revitalize the historic neighborhood.

25 Pier & Beam Future Landmark tour
 Pier & Beam members tour Brays Crossing, the winner of 

the 2017 P&B Future Landmark Award recognizing recent 
construction that is making a significant impact on the 
urban landscape. The project — which reconstructed a 
derelict 1960s motel on the Gulf Freeway as affordable 
housing — was praised for making use of an easily over-
looked building type and for its eye-catching public art.

28-29  Boulevard Show House
& May 5-6 Interior designer Laura Umansky opens her newly 

renovated home in the Boulevard Oaks Historic District 
to the public on two consecutive weekends, with ticket 
sales benefiting Preservation Houston.

May

6 Allen’s Landing Architecture Walk

7 IAH control tower saved
 The Federal Aviation Administration announces that the 

Houston Airport System will not demolish Bush Intercon-
tinental Airport’s 1966 West Airport Traffic Control Tower, 
a distinctive structure designed by I.M. Pei. The plan was 
evaluated under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, which requires preservation 

 be considered in projects that have federal involvement. 
PH acted as a consulting party during the review process.
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Long-lost Sears murals
Preservation Houston funds the cleaning and digitization of seven 
color transparencies of original murals of Houston history that 
artist Eugene Montgomery painted for the Main Street Sears 
store in 1939 (at left, a mural detail shows stevedores working at 
the Port of Houston). The Houston store’s murals were the first of 
their kind in the Sears chain; Montgomery would go on to paint 
similar murals in stores across the country. PH contacted Mont-
gomery’s grandson in Chicago, who provided the transparencies 
for scanning. The murals themselves were either removed from 
the building or painted over.

PH has made the scans available to Rice University, which owns 
the Sears building, as plans move forward to restore and repur-
pose the Art Deco landmark as a hub for technology startups. 
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17 PH supports Heights design guidelines
 David Bush appears before the Houston Archaeological 

and Historical Commission to speak in favor of proposed 
design guidelines for the three Heights historic districts.

17 Riverside Terrace landmark nomination clears HAHC
 The Houston Archaeological and Historical Commis-

sion approves a protected landmark nomination for the 
Lewis-White House (c. 1931) in Riverside Terrace. The 
nomination, which PH’s Kathleen Nuzzo researched, 
photographed and wrote at the request of the home-
owner, now heads to City Council for final approval.

19 Pier & Beam Galveston Day Trip
 Members of Pier & Beam spend the day in Galveston 

learning about various types of preservation work on 
 the island during a tour of properties led by Galveston 

Historical Foundation.

26 Glenwood Art & Architecture tour

29 Pier & Beam May Happy Hour: Main Street Theater

31 High-speed rail consulting
 David Bush participates in the initial webinar for the 

federal Section 106 review of the Dallas to Houston 
high-speed rail project. The Federal Railroad Administra-
tion named PH as one of the consulting parties assessing 
the rail line’s potential impact on historic resources in 
Houston and Harris County.

 PH is also acting as a consulting party through NASA on 
the restoration of Mission Control at the Johnson Space 
Center and through TxDOT on the North Houston High-
way Improvement Project, the proposed re-alignment of 
freeways through the central city.

June

4 2018 Membership Reception and Meeting
 PH members gather at Houston City Hall to mark the 

organization’s 40th anniversary.

Upcoming events

June 5 Pier & Beam WeWork tour
 P&B members will partner with CHIME, the Central 

Houston Inc. young professionals organization, to tour 
the WeWork co-working space at 708 Main, a historic 
downtown office building.

June 10 Civic Center and Theater District Architecture Walk
 PH is repeating this downtown walk because it was 

nearly rained out the last time it was offered. Tickets will 
go on sale at 5:30 p.m. at Smith Street and McKinney 
Avenue. Learn more at preservationhouston.org/tours.

Sept. 11 History in Print featuring Lost, Texas
 Photographer and retired architect Bronson Dorsey will 

discuss his new book Lost, Texas: Photographs of Forgotten 
Buildings as part of the History in Print author series. 

 The program will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Proler Chapel 
at Congregation Emanu El, 1500 Sunset Boulevard.

Nov. 15 Pier & Beam Fall Party
 Pier & Beam will hold its annual Fall Party, celebrating 

the group’s fifth birthday and honoring the recipient 
 of its 2018 Future Landmark Award, at the historic 
 Eldorado Ballroom in the Third Ward. Chairing the event 

are Jae Boggess and Chris Castillo, Ali & Frank Donnelly, 
and Emily & Clayton Forswall. More details on the Fall 
Party will come this summer.
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Stay connected with Preservation Houston

In addition to what you’ve read here, you can learn more about Preservation 
Houston’s history, work and programs on our website, preservationhouston.org, 
and on social media — Preservation Houston and Pier & Beam are both on Facebook, 
and you’ll find us on Twitter and Instagram @preshou and @pierbeam. 
Visit preservationhouston.org/join to become a PH member anytime.

Coming in October 2018

2018 Good Brick Tour
Preservation Houston’s fifth annual Good Brick Tour, featuring 
a selection of award-winning preservation projects, will take 
place Saturday and Sunday, October 27 and 28, 2018. This year’s 
tour locations will include the Ewart Lightfoot House in the 
Audubon Place Historic District (right), a distinctive 1921 
bungalow restored by the family of the original builder.

Look for more tour details, including a full list of locations and 
information on volunteer opportunities, this summer.
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Preservation Houston is funded in part by the 
City of Houston through Houston Arts Alliance.


